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India had lot of expectations from Indian Prime Minister Dr. Man Mohan Singh’s last visit to Washington. A warm welcome in Washington and the prospect of positive talks for civilian nuclear energy India lay ahead. The Prime Minister’s visit was very significant for  Indo-U.S. relations and talks about nuclear energy looked promising.

But a black cloud appeared when the David Mulford, U.S. Ambassador to India, commented, “If India votes in favor of Iran, it will have a big negative impact on the civilian nuclear deal.”  Washington clarified the statement that it was his personal views. Undersecretary of State Nicholas Burns met with the Indian foreign secretary, Shyam Saran, and expressed to him that India should send a message and vote in favor of Non-Nuclear proliferation through its vote in the IAEA. India concluded that, in the nation’s interest, they would do so.

Why is this deal is so important for India?  If the nation gets it through, it will be used for civil purposes. Specifically, to assist its power crisis. India hopes to generate 10 percent of its electricity through nuclear power plants by 2010 and has signed an agreement with France for civilian nuclear energy.  To attract foreign investment and to compete in the global business world, it will be necessary for India to increase its power capabilities. Seventy percent of India’s population resides in rural areas where many villages are without electricity and urban residents do not have 24/7 availability to it.

The United States wants India’s support in regarding Iran’s nuclear program on IAEA final voting.  The Prime Minister confirms that his government will strongly support the NPT and they will not lead any other country in the region for instability. The Prime Minister also said that India’s civilian nuclear program will be procured though international norms & safe guards. 

President Bush said in a recent press conference that a deal is not easy for either country, it will take time and patience. His upcoming trip to India will decide whether India gets this deal or not.  It’s a big issue for the two leaders but a finalized deal would help bridge a gap between the countries and lay a foundation for improved Indo-U.S. relations. It should also assist in working on other issues such as nuclear proliferation and global terrorism. If India gets it through, it will be landmark achievement for the country and both nations inching closer.

